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educated Christians ; only the uninstructed
imagine that a man passes from his death-
bed into the final state of beatitude. But
there is some difference of opinion as to
the nature of the intermediate world.
The Roman Catholic names it Purgatory,
and believes that every soul passes into it,
save that of the Saint, the man who has
reached perfection, or that of a man who
has died in "mortal sin." The great mass
of humanity pass into a purifying region,
wherein a man remains for a period vary-
ing in length according to the sins he
has committed, only passing out of it
into the heavenly world when he has
become pure. The various communities
that are called Protestant vary in their
teachings as to details, and mostly
repudiate the idea of post mortem puri-
fication ; but they agree broadly that there
is an intermediate state, sometimes spoken
of as " Paradise/' or as a " waiting period."
The heavenly world is almost universally,
in modern Christendom, regarded as a
final state, with no very definite or general
idea as to its nature, or as to the progress
or stationary condition of those attaining